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Anomalies – Evidence that does not fit the general trend.
Ageing population – A country which has a high proportion of people aged over 65 is said to have an ageing population.
Apartheid – A political system which was used in South Africa which separated people by their skin colour or race.
Birth rate – The number of children born in one year for every 1,000 people in a country’s population.
Bivariate data – Two sets of numbers that are linked by some kind of relationship.
BRICs – Brazil, Russia, India, China, Mexico. Large and growing economies that contribute to global patterns of trade and interdependence.
Brownfield site – A development site where older buildings are demolished or renovated before a new development takes place.
Capacity – The ability of a group of people to withstand a problem such as a natural disaster. Capacity is the opposite of vulnerability.
Carrying capacity – The ability of a landscape or ecosystem to absorb the activity of people without any lasting damage. Some ecosystems have larger carrying capacities than others.
Catchment area – The area a river collects its water from. This is also called a drainage basin.
Central Business District (CBD) – The area of a town or city in which most shops and offices are clustered together.
Chawl – The name for a type of flat or tenement building found in many Indian cities.
Choropleth – A coloured or shaded map. 
Commodities – Raw materials that can be used in trade or commerce.
Comparison goods – Items in your shopping that are bought less often, such as washing machines and TVs.
Control – A sample or experiment to set the standard with which other samples can be compared.
Convenience goods – Items in your shopping that are bought regularly, such as bread and milk.
Counterurbanisation – The movement of people and businesses from large cities to smaller towns and rural areas.
Dependent variable – A set of data whose values depend on another set of data which is the independent variable. The relationship may be tested in a scatter graph.
Deprivation– To lack features, such as employment or basic services, which are usually regarded as necessary for a reasonable standard of living.
Development aid – Help which is given to tackle poverty and improve quality of life over the long term to improve education or health care.
Direct employment – Jobs that are created within a business. For example, direct employment is created for baggage handlers if a new airport is constructed. See indirect employment.
Diversify – Where a much wider variety of new business opportunities and jobs are created in a region.
Economic migrants – People who move to another country in search of work. Economic migrants are sometimes encouraged to move by the host country in which case they are known as guest workers.
Ecotourism – Small-scale tourist projects that create money for conservation as well as creating local jobs.can be overcome by building capacity. 
Emergency aid – Help that is given urgently after a natural disaster or a conflict to protect the lives of the survivors.
Emerging middle class – The growing number of people in developing countries who are well educated and reasonably well paid.
Fertility rate – The average number of children born to each woman in a country. If the fertility rate is greater than two, the population will grow.
Foreign direct investment – An investment of money by a company in a development, such as a new factory, located in another country.
Formal occupations – Jobs that receive a regular wage and which are recognised and controlled by the state.
Free trade – When countries trade without any limits to the amount of goods that can be exported and imported.
Garden cities – New, planned urban areas (towns) that have village-like communities and plenty of space for private gardens and public open space.
Geographical Information System (GIS) – A system designed to capture, store, check and display spatial or geographical data.
Global cities – Cities that are well connected by the process of globalisation. For example, global cities are usually important transport hubs with major airports and ports. They often have headquarters for multi-national companies.
Globalisation – Flows of people, ideas, money and goods are making an increasingly complex global web that links people and places from distant continents together.
Globalisation of consumer products – The process by which the stuff we buy (including food, clothes and cars) is increasingly similar to the stuff bought in all other countries of the world.
Globalisation of culture – The process by which art, architecture, music, literature and theatre are influenced by cultures from other parts of the world.
Green belt – A government policy used to prevent the spread of cities into the countryside. It is very difficult to get planning permission for new homes in a green belt.
Greenfield site – A plot of land that has not been used before for building.
Gross National Income (GNI) per person – The average income in a country. It is also known as Gross National Product (GNP) per person.
Guest workers – People who move to another country in search of work. Guest workers are a type of economic migrant.
Highly skilled – Workers who have high levels of qualification or technical ability and training. See unskilled workers.
Honeypot site – A place of special interest that attracts many tourists and is often congested at peak times.
Host countries – Countries that receive investment from multi-national companies.
Human Development Index (HDI) – A measure of development that takes into account a country’s level of education, its wealth and average life expectancy.
Hypothesis – An idea or theory that can be investigated.
Identity – The features (e.g. social, cultural or landscape) that give each place its distinctive character.
Import duty – A tax placed on goods brought into a country to make them more expensive.
Imports – The purchase of goods from another country.
Independent variable – A set of data whose values stand alone and are not altered by other sets of data. See dependent variable.
Indicators – Data or evidence that can be used to measure the economic or social development of a country.
Indirect employment – Jobs that come as a result of the investment by a business but not within the business itself. For example, indirect employment is created for existing taxi drivers if a new airport is constructed.
Informal sector (informal jobs) – The sector of the economy that includes many types of irregular jobs as well as work such as household chores, child care, and studying.
Infrastructure – The basic structures and services needed by any society such as water supplies, sewage systems, roads or bridges.
Inner urban – The inner-most parts of a town or city. Inner-urban places are surrounded by the suburbs.
Intermediate technology – Technology that is appropriate for use in a developing country because it does not need expensive parts or high-tech repairs.
Knowledge economy – Jobs that require high levels of education or training.
Legacy – Future benefits created by an investment. For example, hosting a major sporting event such as the Olympic Games creates a legacy of first class venues that can be used by younger athletes.
Line of best fit – A line that represents the trend through the points plotted on a scatter graph.
Manufactured goods – Items that have been made in a workshop or factory.
Mass transit – A type of transport system that is able to move large numbers of people through a city, for example, an underground rail system.
Mean – The average value which is calculated by adding all of the values together and dividing by the number of values.
Mega-cities – Urban areas (cities) that have a population greater than 10 million people.
Micro-credit – Where small loans are given to businessmen and women who are too poor to qualify for traditional bank loans.
Monoculture – A type of agriculture (farming) in which only one crop is grown over very large areas of land.
Multi-national companies (MNCs) – Large businesses such as Sony, Microsoft and McDonalds, who have branches in several countries. Multi-national companies are also known as trans-national companies.
Multiplier effect – An upward spiral of the economy and its benefits on employment. Positive multipliers are often triggered by a large investment, for example, the opening of a new factory.
Natural increase – A population increase which is due to there being more births than deaths.
Net immigration – When more people move into a region than leave it.
Newly Industrialised Country (NIC) – Newly industrialised countries such as India, Thailand or Indonesia have a large percentage of the workforce working in the secondary (manufacturing) sector.
NIMBY – Not In My Back Yard. People who object to a development because they live close by are said to be NIMBYs.
Open cast – A type of mining that occurs at the surface.
Outsourcing – To get a product or service from a supplier that is outside of the company.
Pavement dwellers – People who live in make-shift homes on the footpaths of some developing cities, especially in Indian cities.
Piece rate – Paid for each piece made.
Place – A geographical concept used to describe what makes somewhere special, unique or distinct.
Poverty line – A level of income. If someone earns less than this amount they are said to be poor.
Pull factors – Reasons that attract migrants to move to a new home.
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) – A way of comparing the average wealth of a country by taking the cost of living in those countries into account. 
Push factors – Reasons that force people to move away from their existing home.
Quadrat – A piece of equipment used in fieldwork. Quadrats are square frames that come in several different sizes that are used during sampling.
Qualitative data – Information that is not numerical.
Quantitative data – Information that can be measured and recorded as numbers.
Quotas – Restrictions on the amount of particular goods that can be imported each year.
Range – The distance that a consumer is willing to travel to purchase a particular product. Low value items such as groceries have a shorter range than high value goods such as cars.
Ragpicker – Someone who collects, sorts and sells rubbish for recycling.
Raw materials – Materials such as timber, stone or crude oil that have not been processed or refined.
Reafforestation – The planting of large areas with trees.
Remittances – The return of money sent by migrant workers to support their families who have remained at home.
Re-urbanisation – The recent trend for the population of city centres to grow.
Rural to urban migration – The movement of people from the countryside to towns and cities.
Scatter graph – A type of diagram that can be used to test whether or not there is a relationship between two sets of data.
Self-help – Improvement projects carried out by ordinary people rather than by businesses or governments. Compare this to top-down development.
Socio-economic groups – Groups of people who have distinct social and economic characteristics.
Soil erosion – The loss of soil due to either wind or heavy rain. Gulley erosion is a major cause of soil erosion in countries that have a seasonal wet and dry climate.
Spatial – Patterns or geographical features that vary over two dimensions so that they can be shown on a map.
Squatter homes (slums) – Homes where the householders have no legal rights to the land i.e. they do not have legal housing tenure. Informal settlements are commonly known as shanty towns or squatter homes. They are referred to as slums in India.
Standard of living – The level of wealth and comfort experienced by any group of people or individual.
Subjective – Evidence that is personal and which varies depending on someone’s point of view.
Subsidy – A payment that a country makes to its own farmers and businesses so that their goods can be sold at a lower price to consumers.
Subsistence farmers – A type of economic activity where very little money is used. In subsistence farming the farmer only produces enough food to feed the family. There is very little surplus that can be sold for cash.
Suburban sprawl – The rapid growth of the suburbs due to new suburban houses being built on the edges of cities.
Sustainable community – A community which is designed to have minimum impact on the environment. Such communities may make use of energy efficiency, renewable technologies and local services in order to reduce transport costs.
Tariffs – A type of tax that may be charged on goods as they enter a country.
Threshold – the minimum population size needed to create demand for an item or service.
Top-down development – When decisions about development are made by governments or officials rather than by ordinary people. Compare this to self-help schemes.
Tor – A natural pile of stones found on top a low hill.
Trade blocs – Trading partnerships between different countries. The European Union is one example.
Transect – A line along which data is collected. Transects usually cut across different geographical features.
Urbanisation – The physical and human growth of towns and cities.
Unskilled workers – Workers who have low levels of qualification or little technical ability and training. See skilled workers.
Variables – Sets of data. See dependent variable and independent variable.
Vulnerable – To be exposed to a risk such as a natural disaster. Some groups of people in society are more vulnerable to risk than others. Vulnerability can be overcome by building capacity.
Wholesale clearance – The demolition of a large quantity of old unfit housing and the redevelopment of new, better homes.
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